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Paragraph  Brief description of change 
Change 

incorporated by 

4.3 Delete paragraph containing ‘persons who were not Affiliate Members of 
the MAAA in the previous membership year’ Re-number paragraphs. MAAA Secretary 

May 2015 
Annex  

To avoid confusion, the Annex containing the sample form was removed.  
Refer to the MAAA website to view or download the relevant form. 

Definitions Definition of ‘Visitor’ amended for clarification. October 2015 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
This Policy and/or Procedure forms part of the MAAA Manual of Procedures.  This entire 
document is for the use of all classes of members of the MAAA in the conduct of activities 
associated with the MAAA and is not be used for any other purpose, in whole or in part, 
without the written approval of the MAAA Executive. 
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POLICY FOR VISITOR INSURANCE AT FLYING FIELDS 
 
 
1. Introduction   

 
The current MAAA Third Party Insurance Policy provides coverage to “bona fide” visitors 
Honorary Members as well Education Visitors.  This is to allow prospective members to 
attend/visit a club to assess their facilities and decide if they would like to join.  It is not 
intended to cover non-members. 
 
This Policy allows a visitor to be given instruction on flying their model aircraft. Visitors 
abiding by this policy will be subject to the coverage of the MAAA Third Party Public 
Liability insurance policy without cost. 

 
 
2. Definitions 

 
Affiliate Member ……………. A person properly affiliated with a Club that is properly 

affiliated to an MAAA Ordinary Member. 
 
Club …………………………... A Club properly affiliated with an MAAA Ordinary 

Member. 
 
Club Member ………………. See Affiliate Member. 

 
Education Visitor…………... A visitor who is approved under this Policy for a tailored 

education program. 
 
FAI …………………………. Federation Aeronautique Internationale. 
 
Honorary Member ………… A person recognised by the MAAA as satisfying the 

conditions of MAAA Statement of Rules Clause 10. 
 
MAAA  …………………..… Model Aeronautical Association of Australia Inc. 

 
MAAA Ordinary Member…  A State Association properly affiliated with MAAA Inc. 
 
Membership Year ………….. The period of MAAA membership being July 1 to June 30 

of the following year. 
 
Non-Affiliate Member………. See Visitor 
 
Ordinary Member …………... See MAAA Ordinary Member. 
 
Prospective Member …….… A person who is not an MAAA Affiliate member but has 

submitted an application to a Club for Membership and is 
awaiting the decision of the Club to accept/reject their 
application. 

 
Visitor ………………………... A person who is not or has not previously been an Affiliate 

Member of the MAAA and  is attending the club for the 
purpose of seeking information and advice in respect to 
the club, aeromodelling and has the intention of becoming 
a prospective member. 
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3. Policy 

 
3.1 Visitor 

A Visitor to an MAAA Club facility for the purposes of receiving instruction to operate 
a model aircraft shall receive coverage of the MAAA Third Party Public Liability and 
Sports Accident Policy provided that they: 

 
(a) Are properly signed in as a Visitor by a Club Member in a permanent Club’s 

Visitor Book. The entry in the book shall include, date, Visitor’s name and 
address and the name of the Club Member responsible for ensuring that they 
are aware of, and monitor their compliance with, MAAA and Club rules, 

 
(b) Abide by Club, MAAA and Government regulations, 

 
(c) Are under the direct supervision of an experienced Affiliate Member at all 

times whilst operating a model aircraft, 
 

(d) Only sign in on a maximum of four occasions, and during those visits they fly 
a model aircraft using a buddy cord or instruction using a single transmitter. 

 
3.2 Prospective Member 

A Prospective Member, for the purposes of coverage by the MAAA Public Liability 
and Sports Accident Policy, is considered an Affiliate Member of the MAAA from the 
date of submitting a Club membership application provided that:  
 

(a) The application is considered in a timely manner consistent with the Rules of 
the Club and within the current membership year.   

 
(b) A person’s status as Prospective Member shall cease at the end of the two 

month period from the date of submitting the membership application. 
 

(c) A person’s status as Prospective Member shall cease immediately if the 
membership application is rejected by the Club. 

 
(d) For the purpose of determining MAAA fees, the date of joining shall be the 

date of the initial Club membership application. 
 

(e) A person can only be considered a “Prospective Member” of a particular club 
once in any membership year. 

 
3.3 Visitors from Overseas 

3.3.1 Visitors from overseas can be covered by the MAAA Insurance Third Party 
Public Liability and Sports Accident Policy either through the application of 
Clause 3.1 of this policy, or if eligible, through the status of Honorary 
Member. 

 
3.3.2 Overseas visitors covered by Clause 3.1 shall have identical restrictions 

imposed on them including the number of times allowed to be signed in and 
the supervision requirements. 

 
3.3.3 Members of the overseas model aeronautical bodies officially recognised by 

the FAI who are temporarily in Australia shall, on application, be admitted as 
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MAAA Honorary Members during their stay in Australia. This status has to be 
recorded by the MAAA in order to qualify for Third Party Public Liability 
insurance cover and is only available to bone fide visitors for limited periods. 

3.3.4  For Honorary Membership to be recorded, satisfactory documentation 
showing current membership of the overseas model aeronautical body shall 
be submitted to the MAAA Secretary, together with the time period for which 
Honorary Membership is required.  This information shall be recorded and an 
MAAA Honorary Membership card issued. This card shall be a normal MAAA 
Membership card but shall note “Honorary Member” and include the dates 
for which this membership status is valid. The card shall also note the name 
of the host MAAA Club and number of the member’s own Association 
membership. 

 
3.3.5 MAAA Honorary Members shall operate in accordance with the MAAA Rules 

and Manual of Procedures and it is expected that clubs and/or event 
organisers will assure themselves of their flying competency and the 
appropriate supervision requirements.  

 
3.4 Education Visitors 

3.4.1  Introduction 
The MAAA education program is important to encourage the development of 
aviation in Australia. Programs are tailored to the individual requirements of 
those taking part but may contain the elements of theory, practical and model 
flying. The normal visitor scheme may not give sufficient opportunity for 
those on the program to have sufficient time to gain the required benefits of 
the course that is planned for them. The alternative of having to join the 
MAAA through the Club and State Association structure is not considered to 
be cost effective. This Education Visitor category is in place so that flying for 
a longer period can be covered by the MAAA Public Liability Insurance Policy 

 
3.4.2 Requirements 

In order to qualify for the Education Visitor scheme the following must be 
met: 
 
(a)  The tailored program must be supported by an MAAA Education Officer. 
 
(b)  The program must comply with the guidelines of the MAAA education 

program. 
 
(c)  The State Representative on the MAAA Education Subcommittee must 

be prepared to confirm that the program does meet the guidelines. 
 
(d)  An MAAA Club must be prepared to host the flying section of the 

program. 
 
(e)  An additional fee may be imposed by the MAAA to cover the additional 

insurance exposure. 
 
3.4.3 Procedure 
 

1. The program to be undertaken by the students has to be documented. 
 
2. The MAAA Club that is prepared to host the flying element has to be 

identified. 
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3. The MAAA Education Officer has to discuss the course content with the 
State Representative on the MAAA Education Subcommittee. 

 
4. If the program meets the requirements for the Education Visitor scheme, 

the Application Form, see Appendix A, has to be completed. 
 
5. Copies of the completed form are to be provided to the organiser, the 

Host Club, and the State Representative on the MAAA Education 
Subcommittee. The original is to be sent to the MAAA Secretary 
together with the applicable fee. 

 
6. Each application is for a period not exceeding 10 weeks, or one school 

term whichever is the longer, independent of the number of participants 
and the number of club visits that are planned to be undertaken. 

 
7. The MAAA Secretary will confirm, if appropriate, that the application 

conforms to the MAAA requirements. 
 
8 The MAAA Secretary will advise the State Representative on the MAAA 

Education Subcommittee that the application for Educational visitors 
has, or has not, been approved and the State Representative is 
responsible for forwarding this information as required. 

 
9 The program can commence once formal approval has been given. 

 
 
3.4.4 Conditions 
 

Insurance cover is only provided for Public and Products Liability. 
 
Individuals can fly either on an individual basis or as part of the program 
group. 
 
The individuals can only fly at the nominated Host Club under this scheme. 
 
The requirements for persons signing in under the normal MAAA Visitor 
Policy must be complied with for every person and for every occasion that 
they participate. 
 
Flying shall be carried out under the conditions of the normal MAAA Visitor 
scheme as stated in Clause 3.1. 
 
Any flight instruction must be undertaken by an Instructor who complies with 
the normal policy of the Host Club for instructors and is acceptable to them. 
 
If the visitors belong to a sponsoring organisation then that organisation must 
accept liability for the Insurance excess that would be applied to MAAA 
Affiliated Members, in the event that the MAAA is unable to recover it from 
an individual.   
 
The Host Club is responsible for ensuring that all conditions of the Visitor 
Policy and the approvals are complied with whilst Education Visitors are 
operating. 
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4. General 
 

4.1 Clubs can decide their own policy on allowing visitors and any other conditions as 
long as these do not conflict with MAAA Policy. 

 
4.2 The MAAA Visitor Policy only covers non-Affiliate Members, Education Visitors and 

Honorary Membership.  The MAAA Insurance Policy always covers Affiliate 
Members as long as they have permission to fly and abide by MAAA, Club and 
Government regulations. 

 
4.3 Clubs are strongly advised to keep a record of all visitors flying at their field including    

MAAA Affiliate Members so that they are traceable in the event that either lost or 
forgotten property needs to be returned or in the event of an incident.   

 
 
 

5. Forms 
 

5.1 Application for an Education Visitor Group 
Form MAAA013 – See MAAA Website 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


